
The NABWMT is 
committed to 
fostering respect, 
honesty, and 
communication 
among people of 
different races 
and cultural 
backgrounds. We 
are a gay, multi-
racial, multi-
cultural 
organization for 
all people. We 
welcome people 
of all racial, 
ethnic and 
cultural 
backgrounds	
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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE  
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF  
BLACK AND WHITE MEN TOGETHER

NABWMT Envisions America Free from Racism and Homophobia

NABWMT Convention 2015 

REGISTER NOW FOR “THE COURAGE 
TO BE” 35TH ANNUAL NABWMT 

CONVENTION IN NEWARK/NEW YORK 
CITY JULY 14-18, 2015! 

“Courage is the most important of all the virtues, because without courage you 
can’t practice any other virtue consistently.” – Dr. Maya Angelou !

Early registration is NOW OPEN - BOOK NOW, and enjoy New York at Newark 
conference hotel rates!    

Convention features include: 

- A sunset Boat Cruise around Manhattan Island, with dinner, dancing, 
entertainment, and awards. 

- Speakers from near and far, including Keynotes by Senator Cory Booker 
(invited) and Walter Naegle, partner of Bayard Rustin. 

- “Sounds of the City” annual Summer outdoor music festival at New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC). 

- Riverfront R&R (Refreshment & Relaxation) at Newark’s newly redesigned 
waterfront. 

- An array of engaging workshops focusing on empowerment and community 
service issues, such as working with youth, and transgender concerns. 

- A Black/People of Color and White Caucus, utilizing a “fishbowl” concept 
facilitated by Dr. Cheryl Clarke and Dr. Mitchell Karp, veteran diversity 
professionals. 

- A Remembrance of our ancestors. 

*In conjunction with Newark Pride Week and Circle of Friends-Newark 
Awards!* 

REGISTRATION: 

EARLY BIRD NOW through 12/31/14 - $129 per person; *two* registrations for $222! 

Jan. 1 to Jun. 30, 2015 - $159/person - Jul. 1 through Convention - $199/person 

Daily Rate - $75 per day       Weekend Rate - $150 VISIT http://www.nabwmt.org 
for the latest Newark/New York 2015 information, including access to 
REGISTRATION! 

!

web: 
nabwmt.org
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Black Fire on White Fire: Narcissism 
    by Mark P. Behar, National Co-Chair 
(mpbehar@wisc.edu)  
 
To paraphrase a conversation from the 
1984 film Ghost Busters, "[We are] 
headed for a disaster of biblical 
proportions....”  
 
Fast forward to the present:  

• Violence perpetrated primarily 
against the black community 

• Police brutality in Ferguson, 
Missouri  

• Escalating militarization of 
civilian police departments 
enabled by the US 
Department of Defense 

• Misinterpretation of free 
speech in the guise of racist, 
anti-semetic, and homophobic 
diatribes  
(Cont. on p4)  

CO CHAIRS CORNER

The Convention Experience 
   by Darryl Fore, National Co-Chair 
(fore@mailcity.com) 

What makes a great convention 
experience? As Co-Chairs we think about 
this often. The annual NABWMT convention 
is paramount to our organization.  It is the 
event that offers insight as to what is on our 
minds.  

The recent convention in Milwaukee had 
many “firsts.” It was the first convention to 
have an Art Gallery event. It was the first 
convention to have a gay color guard to 
honor all of the gay veterans within our 
organization. It was the first convention to 
have a wellness fair. It was the first 
convention to screen the film “The Blacks of 
Their Eyes” a film featuring members of our 
Southern California chapter.  
(Cont. on p5)  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Atlanta 

Big Happy family 
at the NABWMT 

Convention  !
!

!
Atlanta Pool 

party  !

Western Regional Meeting 
The 2nd. annual meeting of chapters in the west is 
being held in Phoenix October 10-13 this year. 
Members from Phoenix, San Diego, Long Beach, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles will be there. 

http://bwmtsc.org 

Philadelphia 
!

To find out 
who got 
married 
over the 
summer 
contact 
the 
chapter 

Phily at the NABWMT Convention 
Sheldon opened the show with an aria from 
the opera “The Elixir of 
Love”. Cloutier 
remarked: “He hit the 
notes I didn’t know 
existed.” !!!!!

Roof Top Pot Luck  !
Saturday, September 20 7:30 PM to 11:00 
PM !
We’ve been to Tom’s gracious home before 
but not on his roof top deck.  We understand 
the view of the city is great from up there so 
pack up your best entree and get on over 
here. If the weather doesn’t cooperate we’ll 
move inside so put in a good word for fair 
skies and a warm night. Email 
MACTPhilly@gmail.com for address 
directions. !!!

We have had many inquiries about new chapters 
this year! Here are the locations and some local 
contacts for friends you have in these cities:  
San Diego http://www.nabwmt.org/san-diego/
Charlotte http://www.nabwmt.org/charlotte/
Louisville E-mail Dave at 
flamboyantbohemian@gmail.comSan Jose/S.F. E-
mail Howard at hharbottle@gmail.com 
Saint Louis E-mail Perry at 
perry.clouse@yahoo.com 

Get involved and see what these new chapters 
are doing.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
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Continued from Page 2  Black Fire on White Fire: Narcissism 
 
    

• Frequent shirking of our collective responsibilities for addressing the lack of formal 
education, and failing to promote communal responsibility  

• Collective irresponsibility of ignoring the joblessness in the community, while 
wringing our hands in collective angst and continuing to buy inexpensive Asian 
merchandise at the profit of American business and manufacturing 

• Dysfunction among Republicans and Democrats in the US Congress 
• Individual apathy and immersion in television and movie fantasies of vampires, 

supernatural silliness and professional athletics 
• Narcissism and self-indulgence at the expense of almost anything 
• Failing to master basic interpersonal communication skills, fostered in part by our 

devotion to social media, where we’re clicking our lives away, instead of having 
quality face-to-face interactions with others 

Yes, things frequently seem dismal now, but they were no less so in the past. Our instant 
media and web access just brings things to our attention so much faster.  However modern 
technology is contributing to our community’s collective narcissism and communication 
deficits. Years ago, our society numbed itself with marijuana, mild altering hallucinogens, 
and alcohol.  Today, we’ve just substituted smart phones & tablets and “reality television” for 
the LSD! This seems far easier than to accept the challenges of face-to-face communication 
and compromise.  

Several gay people among my acquaintances demonstrate narcissism. 
Narcissists usually demonstrate extreme self-centeredness and selfishness, 
with an inflated sense of their own importance, a grandiose view of their own 
abilities, accomplishments and possessions, and demonstrate great needs for 
attention and admiration. Such a personality style seems preoccupied with 
personal adequacy, power, prestige, and vanity. Narcissists are frequently 
unable to see the destructive damage they are causing to themselves or 
others. This lack of empathy with others can be especially hurtful. I think we 

all know of such people, and we probably can surmise that many of our 
Facebook “friends” are narcissistic!  
NABWMT is not about narcissism. We’re not about “me” but about “us”!  Our Statement of 
Purpose  and Vision articulates what we chose to focus on—“America Free of Racism and 
Homophobia,” and we must individually and collectively learn how to work together and 
communicate effectively so that we may teach and demonstrate how to overcome these 
barriers that keep us all down. Please, join with us!  
 
NOTE: A recent Facebook posting of a video animation distinguishes between “empathy” and 
“sympathy” <https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=10203878296864379&fref=nf>. 

Gavin Morrow Hall  
2014-2016 
Corr. Sec. 

San Francisco, CA 
sfgavey@aol.com !

John Williams  
2014-2016 

Director 
Boston, MA 

johnrudy2@gmail.com !

P. Sean Schumaker 
2014-2016 

Director 
New York, NY 

docplshu@aol.com

THE NABWMT IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE ELECTION OF THREE NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
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Cont. from Page 2. The Convention Experience !!
It was the first convention to serve 
the most number of meals. The 
folks in Milwaukee made sure we 
had plenty to eat. 

It was exciting to be part of a 
convention that had so many new 
and different activities.  This 
change was refreshing.  

So, often we find ourselves in a 
routine “rut.”  We do things “the 

way we’ve always done it” out of habit many times expecting to get different results.  

As Co-Chairs we have supported conventions that highlighted the uniqueness of the 
convention city. We have created wonderful relationships with local organizations in the 
convention cities and shared the NABWMT experience with these organizations.  

It is our belief that you get what you bring to the convention. An attitude of openness and 
realistic expectations will ensure a wonderful convention experience. It is the job of the 
convention planning team to enhance the convention experience for everyone that attends.  

Yes, NABWMT is an organization that promotes anti-racism but we do have a social element. 
It is that social aspect of convention that keeps us connected. Often our conventions have 
been described as a “family” reunion.  We share a warm loving affection for each other and 
for the communities of the convention city.  

Often, we think about how this love changes the world. The best advocacy we can do is by 
sharing our loving brotherhood with the community. Only by example can we demonstrate 
that there is a better way to live.  
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NABWMT Position Statement on African Homophobia 

We, the members and board of the National Association of Black and White Men Together 
(NABWMT), find morally reprehensible the treatment of gay persons in Uganda, Nigeria, and in 
some other African countries. 

Additionally, as Americans, we feel the U.S. has a special responsibility for being the source of some 
baneful evangelical organizations, such as “Abiding Truth Ministries”, advocating their agenda of 
persecution.  Not only are state imposed penalties (of up to life imprisonment for a single sexual act in 
Uganda) unconscionably Draconian, police neglect of anti-gay vigilantism exposes gay persons to 
imminent risk of life and limb from mobs, further fueled by tabloid “outings” garnered via blackmail. 
Gay persons are being expelled from schools, evicted from their family homes, being denied places to 
live, and being fired from their jobs due to fear by others of being implicated under the “conspiracy” 
and “promotion” clauses.  They are homeless, impoverished, and hiding for their lives.  Our members 
have personal experience with friends suffering all of these outcomes including near-fatal beatings.  
Beyond the immediate harm, the nature of these new laws is a broad denial of basic civil liberties and 
human rights, extending all of the way to freedom of speech of independent organizations, and may 
even reflect treaty violations. 

We applaud the U.S. administration’s efforts to address the situation, but more needs to be done.  We 
urge the United States to participate more forcefully in cutting foreign aid to underscore how serious 
we view the situation, review the status of organizations advocating persecution, and revise our own 
asylum processes. 

While cutting aid is a blunt tool with mixed results, and many of us are sensitive to the harm it could 
cause, other Western sources, including Norway and the World Bank, are doing so.  The U.S. should 
support that message and not diminish it.  Second, the notion of giving humanitarian aid to such 
inhumane people seems less compelling than it once did.  Third, denying financial aid will hopefully 
deter other countries from similar oppressive legislation.  Fourth, regardless of aid cuts, we ask that 
any remaining aid be structured such that gay persons are not denied their share of  benefits (for 
example, by having international oversight of medical facilities to guarantee they don’t come under 
pressure from the “promotion” clause). 

U.S. tax-exempt status is not available for organizations engaged in lobbying foreign governments 
(IRS RR73-440) nor in activities contrary to U.S. public policy, which persecution surely is.  We view 
the activities of said evangelicals as both, and think they should lose their tax-exempt status.  We also 
support the U.S. being a proper venue for the application of the Alien Tort Statute in these instances. 

We ask for an asylum process accessible to LGBT persons.  The existing U.N. refugee process is 
untenable for gay persons as it forces them to expose themselves before hostile U.N. agents (hired 
from the local population) and puts them in homophobic refugee camps even more dangerous than 
their existing situation.  Existing U.S. asylum policy is inaccessible by virtue of needing to be on U.S. 
soil, and even if here the very sorts of evidence one needs are the sorts that gay persons have to had to 
suppress for their own safety at home (e.g. changing the reason for school expulsions from being gay 
to some academic infraction). 

The European Court of Justice ruled last year that if these new laws are enforced that is sufficient for 
the persecution arm of the asylum test.  We ask that the U.S. likewise clarify its asylum policy.  
Second, a new asylum process, including possibly a special class of visa or a special-case refugee 
status for those who have been “outed”, is urgently needed to address the plight of gay persons in 
these countries. 
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  Envisioning America Free of Racism and Homophobia 

National Association of Black and White Men Together, Inc.  
A Gay Multiracial Organization for All People  

Envisioning America Free of Racism and Homophobia !
Dear President Obama, !
Thank you for taking a strong stand against Uganda’s Anti-Gay law. We appreciated 
hearing your comments about your disappointment with this terrible law that obliterates 
equality and violates human rights. !
We are asking that you follow up with strong actions. As a country, we need an 
evaluation of our annual half a billion dollar contribution to Mr. Museveni’s government. 
We ask that you follow countries like the Netherlands and Denmark by reducing aid to 
Uganda. !
Enclosed is NABWMT’s position statement on African Homophobia. We support a cut in 
foreign aid to countries that discriminate against GLBT citizens. !
On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, !!!
Patrick Carron  
Director, NABWMT !
June 10, 2014 !!!!!!
Statement of Purpose: The National Association of Black and White Men Together: A Gay Multiracial Organization for All People, Inc. 
(NABWMT)  is a gay, multiracial, multicultural organization committed to fostering supportive environments wherein racial and cultural 
barriers can be overcome and the goal of human equality realized.  To these ends, the NA and it’s local chapters engage in 
educational, political, cultural, and social activities as a means of dealing with the racism, sexism, homophobia, HIV/AIDS 
discrimination and other inequities in our communities and in our lives. !
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Discovery at the Ayzha Fine Arts Gallery 

By Patrick Carron (MACT South Florida) & Bruce Platt (MACT Phoenix) 

!
In July of 2014, we traveled to Milwaukee to attend the Milwaukee 34th annual 
NABWMT Convention and Board of Directors meeting. The convention planners did an 
excellent job organizing a week’s worth of activities and workshops. The annual 
gathering has always been a big family reunion, seeing friends each year one only 
sees at this meeting. Over 100 “family members” registered for the festivities this 
year. There were several events that introduced us to businesses and organizations in 
Milwaukee’s GLBT community. It is always nice to get out of the hotel and see the 
town! 

One such event took place at Ayzha Fine Arts, an art gallery just a few blocks away. It 
was inspiring to have dinner and drinks with the artists among their artful creations. 
One novel aspect of the night was that Ayzha was featuring art from within BWMT. 
Dennis Zygadlo had over a dozen of his paintings on display. Dennis is a long standing 
member of MACT Chicago. His unique style explores the physicality of the male body. 
His paintings were captivating to many of us and it was nice to ask him about the 
particular models in his art work. One of his paintings sold for $500 that night. The 
sale financially benefited the artist and NABWMT! 

Waiting (2012) by DJ Zygadlo 
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Another artist, David Klein, is a Chicago photographer whose framed portraits were on 
display at the gallery. He went to school in Madison and later got involved with MACT 
Chicago. David’s work highlighted interracial themes, often with beautiful black and 
white men posed together in an outdoor setting. One particular photograph in David’s 
collection really enthralled us. The model was Ernest Miller. It was a solo shot and his 
pose was artistic and alluring. Ernest was completely naked, sitting on a wood floor 
against a brick wall. His arms were wrapped around his legs and his knees were up to 
his chest. Ernest was young, handsome, and muscular with big brown eyes, sculpted 
eye brows and fine-looking lips. His eyes looked into the camera in a penetrating way. 
We wondered how Ernest had aged since the photo shoot, twenty-four years earlier. 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Ernest Miller (1990) by David Klein 

!
We wanted to know more about this portrait so we sought David out. Somebody 
pointed him out to us and we introduced ourselves. To our surprise, he was wearing a 
T-shirt with the same photo of Ernest imprinted on it. We pointed to his shirt and told 
him that this was the portrait we loved so much and we wanted to know more about 
Ernest and how the photo shoot came to be.
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David looked a little shocked at first, our interest in Ernest catching him off guard. 
He told us that he asked Ernest to model several times over many years and Ernest 
always turned him down. On a final request, Ernest agreed to pose as a model. 
David took about two dozen shots of him, some in color and some in black and 
white. Yet, he only printed this one photo and only one original copy. The rest were 
never printed off of the negatives. In fact, David said this was the first time he ever 
displayed the portrait of Ernest. 

We asked, “Why?” in disbelief. The work was so beautiful, why would he hide it for 
twenty-four years? David went on to explain something that shocked us beyond 
belief. We couldn’t believe what he told us. It was a tragedy of the highest 
proportion.  

The photographer explained that not long after the 
photo shoot, Ernest died. With his eyes welling up, he 
said that Ernest was murdered by Jeffrey Dahmer, the 
gruesome serial-killer. That is why he never displayed 
this art before and he even wavered if he should have 
this day. He almost did not bring the portrait but at the 
last minute he decided to, perhaps as a tribute to Ernest. 

!
Sadly, of all of Dahmer’s 17 victims, Ernest was the most savagely brutalized. 
Dahmer killed three members of BWMT Milwaukee. Ernest Miller was a paid member 
at the time. He was our brother and his young beautiful life ended at the hands of a 
white man turned monster. 

We had a chance to inquire about Ernest from BWMT members who knew him. DA 
Leonard and Michael Ross, both on the national Board of Directors, fondly 
remembered him. He was tall, athletic, masculine, well toned, and fairly quiet in 
personality. He shared a residence with another BWMT Milwaukee artist alive at the 
time, Alyn Hess. Alyn was a founding member of the chapter in Wisconsin.

We couldn’t 
believe what he 
told us. It was a 
tragedy of the 
highest 
proportion.
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The Biggest Loser 

Patrick Carron (MACT South Florida) 

!
At the Milwaukee convention, I presented a workshop on weight loss. A survey done earlier in 
the year found that “achieving a healthy weight” was a topic of interest to many members. 
According to the Centers for Disease Control, 60% of Americans are overweight or obese. The 
average American male gains one pound or more each year throughout adulthood. By the 
time we turn sixty, many of us are 30 or more pounds overweight.  

In the workshop I presented medical data on the danger of carrying excess belly fat. It is 
widely known that this fat contributes to chronic inflammation, a condition that can lead to 
diabetes, heart disease, dementia, and cancer. Clearly, a life time of being overweight and 
inactive is unhealthy.  

The good news is that losing as little as 5 or 10 per cent of your current 
weight if you are obese may improve blood pressure, 
cholesterol, and blood sugar readings. For many people, 10 
per cent may only be 20 pounds. Over six months, you only need 
to lose 3 pounds a month to achieve this goal.  

DA Leonard shared his personal success at the workshop. Over 
the last few months he has lost over 35 pounds. One direct 
benefit of this weight loss is a huge reduction in his insulin 
dosage. He shared that he has completely eliminated his 
mealtime insulin regimen. He looks great and he feels more 
energetic.  

As a result of the workshop, ten people at convention signed up for the 10% Challenge. The 
goal is to lose 10 per cent of your current weight by the 2015 Newark Convention.  Each 
contestant did a preliminary weigh-in to establish a baseline. They will weigh-in again at 
Newark to see if they achieved the goal. There is a monthly check-in via email to support 
and encourage each other.  

If all goes as planned, a few of us will lose the spare tire around our waist over the next few 
months and we will meet in Newark next July to celebrate our success! 

“The biggest 
problem we face in 
America today is 
not terrorism – it is 
obesity.” Dr. Julie 
Gerberding, Head, 
Centers for Disease 
Control 
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REGISTRATION 
Courage to Be 

NABWMT 35th Annual Convention 
2015 NEWARK/NEW YORK 

!
Early Bird Special!!  Now thru December 31, 2014:  2 registrations for $222 

Single Registrations:  Now thru January 1, 2015, $129; After January 1, 2015 $159 !
NAME: ____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE               
E-MAIL              !

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ !

PHONE               
E-MAIL              !
PAYMENT BY: (CIRCLE ONE): 

 
CASH  CHECK/MoneyOrder  PAYPAL (through http://www.nabwmt.org website)     !!

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS OUT TO:  “NABWMT 2015” !
For more information, please contact: James Credle jwcredle1@hotmail.com 
 
Registration will include full access to all events: workshops, presentations, Co-Chairs luncheon featuring 
US Senator Cory Booker (invited), Madam X Talent/No Talent Show, events with Newark Pride Alliance 
and the Circle Line Cruise around Manhattan Isle with dinner, awards, dancing, entertainment, and more! 
Programming Details are available at:  NABWMT2015NEWARK.COM !
Checks and Registrations to:  !
James Credle, NABWMT 2015/CPC 
51 Clifton Av., Suite C2101 
Newark, NJ  07104 
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