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Prop 8 and Beyond CONTINUED

The parents of the (then) President-Elect of the United Sates
couldn’'t have married in nearly one third of the states of the
country their son grew up to lead... But it's worse than that. If
this country had not "re-defined” marriage, some black peo-
plestill couldn’t marry black people. It is one of the most
overlooked and cruelest parts of our sad story of davery.
Marriages were not legally recognized, if the people were
slaves. just like marriagestoday in Californiaarenct le -
gally recognized, if the people are gay.

For othersit issimply a matter of religion, and it may betruly said
that the concept of marriage is firmly rooted there. Many of the reli-
gious arguments stem from so-called natura law which asserts that
marriage is for the propagation of the species, something we have
proven much too good at. Clearly, many marriages are not entered
into for the production of children and thereisno cry for the
dissolution of unions which do not produce them. It may be
agued that mutual support and love are a sufficient reason for
such unions. Olberman put it this way:

You are asked now to stand, not on a question of
politics, not on a question of religion, not on a question
of gay or straight. You are asked now to stand, on a
question of love. All you need do is stand, and let the tiny
ember of love meet its own fate.

You don’t haveto help it, you don't haveit applaud it, you
don’t have to fight for it. Just don’'t put it out. Just don’t extin
guishit. Becausewhileit may at first look like that loveis
between two peopl e you don’'t know and you don’t understand
and maybe you don’'t even want to know. It is, in fact, the
ember of your love, for your fellow person just because thisis
the only world we have. And the other guy counts, too.

Perhapsit is past time, in this editor s opinion, to observe that, in
deference to our constitutions establishment clause, the state should be
out of the marriage business entirely, providing only Civil union li-
censesin all cases, leaving marriage to the churches where it belongs.

What do you think ? Ralph Ewers, Co-Editor

MACT Philadelphia Protests Proposition 8

By Regis D Angiolini, MACT Philadelphia

Members of MACT Philadelphiajoined 5,000 others Nov. 15ina
massive yet peaceful protest of California s recent passage of alaw

To see that many people show up spontaneoudy madeit a | come
together, saidrally participant and MACT Philadel phia member John
Speer. We were hoping we would get 100, maybe 500, but we got
5,000.

Signs a the demonstration displayed such

banning gay marriage.

Organized by the Philly 8, the demon-
stration was part of simultaneous protestsin
cities across the country in objection to
Proposition 8, which votersin Cdifornia

Weformed a barrier to create an isle about
10 feet wide so the police could usher the
people from Repent America off the prem-
ises, Speer said. It was pretty dramatic.

statements as 14" Amendment: No state
shall deny to any person withinitsjurisdic-
tion the equa protection of the laws, Str8
Against H8, Your Rights Are Next,

Equd Rightsfor All and No More Mr.

passed on Election Day making gay mar-
riagesillegal inthat state. The  pupes=
Philadel phia demonstration |
included speeches by local
activists as well as two marches
around Philadelphia s City

Hall.

MACT Philade phiaplayed a
critical rolein the demonstra-
tion as one of its co-sponsors
along with such groups as Act
Up Philadelphia, GALAEI,
Independent Catholic Church,
Metropolitan Community
Church, the Reformed Catholic
Church, the Philade phia chap-
ter of PFLAG, Queer Philadel-
phia Asians, the Philadel phia
Gay News and the William
Way LGBT Community Cen-
ter.

Speakersincluded the
mayor s liaison to the LGBT
community, Gloria Casarez,
local Metropolitan Community Church minister Jeffrey Jordan and local
activist Brandi Fitzgerad. The event featured a moment of silencein
honor of those who lost their right to marry.

Nice Gay.

Despite the large number of
people present and the appear-
ance of asmall handful of anti-
gay protestors from Repent
America, all remained peaceful
and no arrests were made dur-
ing the two-hour demonstra-
tion.

We formed a barrier to cre-
ate an ide about 10 feet wide so
the police could usher the peo-
ple from Repent America off
the premises, Speer said. It
was pretty dramatic.

With adoption of Proposition
8, more than 40 states now have
bans on gay marriage. Only
M assachusetts and Connecticut
permit gay marriage, with Ver-
mont offering civil unions,
which include a mgjority of the
legal benefits of marriage.

Regis D Angiadlini isa member of MACT Philade phia and the 2009
Convention Planning Committee. He is also a former corresponding
secretary for NABWMT and a past editor of The Quarterly.






In Memorium Continued-

Luckily, the powersat Continental Can Company, where | was the first
black person to be hired, had no ideawhat was going on in New Jer-

sey.

For decades thereafter, David was in the forefront of the New Jersey
gay community s interactions with State government. For example, he
participated in negotiations with the NJ State Palice to stop their sordid
efforts to entrap gays at the rest stops on the Garden State Parkway. He
was coordinator of, and major participant in, the NJLGC Persona Lib-
erty Fund s program to provide sensitivity training for the State Police
around the issue of discrimination against gays. He fought actively and
successfully for the passage of |egislation authorizing civil unions. In dl
of these struggles, David s gravitas lent enormous credibility to the
cause of gay liberation.

In tribute to David, Toby Grace, Senior Editor of Out in New Jersey,
wrote:

David was a quiet man modest and unassuming
and yet he had awill of iron to implement the dictates of a
heart of gold. He was not afraid of any powers or establish-
ments when he believed Right wason hisside. . . . David
changed the world and we are ALL the better for it . . .
Those of us who were privileged to know David have lost
someone we loved. The whole community has lost a pillar
and source of strength but we will keep himin our hearts
forever

For the last nine years David worked for Northeast New Jersey
Legal Services, specializing in assisting clientsin obtaining benefits
which had been denied them benefits such as food stamps, social  se-
curity, disability, unemployment, and public assistance. David issur-
vived by his sister, Barbara.

PACT Cleveland Meets With Other Groups
Race and Sexual Orientation Explored in Fishbowl F orum

Tony Glassman, The Gay Peoples Chronicle, Cleveland, Ohio
http://www.gaypeopl eschr onicle.com/stories09y/
january/0130094.htm Reprinted with permission

Cleveland--After Californiavoters passed Proposition 8, repealing gay
and leshian couples constitutionally-protected right to marry there, facts
and figures about the measure s support in the black and Latino commu-
nities flew at a sartling pace.

r

Coming out of that,
People of All Colors To-
gether-Cleveland, the
Cleveland LGBT Center
and the Ase in Our Hands
Codlition wanted to know =
how people in northeast
Ohiofelt about theinter- =
play between race and
sexual orientation,
whether the black com-
munity was perceived as
being homophobic, and
what those perceptions
meant to people who were
part of both communities.

Around 20 people
attended a discussion on
the issue on January 25 at
Archwood United Church
of Christ. PACT sco-
chair Kevin Cdhoun and
member Bruce M enapace
facilitated the discussion,
which washeld in a fishbowl format.

The five questions were:

*  What do you think are the best ways to nurture collaboration be-
tween whites and people of color in regards to anti-LGBT discrimi-
nation?

* Tofight for gay rights, do you also have to fight for the rights of
people of color?

*  How important is gay marriage to you?

What are the challenges that Proposition 8 has brought to light?

With much of the black church--which has considerable politica

power in Cleveland s black community--lukewarm at best towar ds

gays, how does one advance gay rightsin Cleveland s black com-

munity and create support

for black LGBT people?

That final question was
especially appropriate
given the efforts of a
group of local pastorsto
repeal the city s newly-
minted domestic partner
registry.

. In an interview two

MW days after the event, Cal-
® houn wasimpressed with

the level of discourse a

the forum.

I think one of the key
things that was brought
up was the concept of a
trust deficit when it came
to relations between the
overall LGBT community
and communities of color
when it came to collabo-
rations, hesaid. That
was one of the key points
that was widely agreed upon by everyone there, and it was actually
something surprising.

When people were coming up with their various opinions and
thoughts, issues of multicultural competence came up: How does one
interact with another group of people interms of body language, speak-
ing style, in terms of perceptions of intent, he continued.

-Continued Page 14



A Black History Month Remembrance
Bayard Rustin ( 1912-1987) An Unsung Gay Hero of the Civil Rights Movement

Reprinted from The GLSO News, The Gay and Lesbian Services Organization, Lexington, Kentucky

By Mary Crone, Co-Editor, GL SO News oned in internment camps. Impressed with Rustin’s organiza-
tional skills, Muste appointed him as FOR's secretary fa student
Bayard Rustin is acknowledged as one of the most influen- and genera affairs.
tial and effective organizers of the civil rights movement. He  In 1942, Rustin worked with James Farmer, J. (portrayed as a
was the primary organizer of the 1963 March on Washington for young man in the 2007 movie The Great Debaters) to form the
Jobs and Freedom where Martin Luther King made his | have a Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). CORE was a pacifist or-
Dream speech. And yet, as many civil p ganization based on the writings of Henry
rights leaders were recalled during the David Thoreau and modeled after Mohan-
weekend of Rev. King s birthday celebra- das Gandhi’ s non-violent resistance.
tion and the Inauguration of President
Obama, | did not hear his name once. | As pacifists, Rustin and other members
of FOR and CORE were arrested for vio-
lating the Selective Service Act. Rustin
could have been granted conscientious ob-
jector status but refused to do so because
most black men did not have this option.
From 1944 to 1946, Rustin was imprisoned
in Lewisburg Federal Penitentiary, where
| he organized protests againgt segregated
dining facilities

He has been shamefully ignored, most f&;
likely because he was gay. '

Rustin was raised by his maternal
grandparents, Janifer Rustin, a caterer, and
Julia Davis Rustin, a nurse and charter
member of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). NAACP leaders such as W.E.B.
Du Bois and James Weldon Johnson (Lift
Every Voice and Sng) were frequent guests
in the Rustin home. With these influences
in his early life, Rustin became an activist
at a young age and campaigned against
racialy discriminatory Jim Crow laws.

Rustin and Houser organized the Jour-
ney of Reconciliation in 1947. This was the
first of the Freedom Rides to test the ruling
of the US Supreme Court that banned ra-
cial discrimination in interstate trave.
CORE’s Gandhian tactics were opposed
strenuoudly by the NAACP, and partici-

The young Rustin excelled in academ- pants in the Journey of Reconciliation were
ics, music and sports at the integrated West arrested several times. Rustin  served
Chester, Pennsylvania High School and was class valedictorian twenty-two days on a chain gang in North Carolina for violating
his senior year. On one high schoal trip(1929), he insisted that Jim Crow laws regarding segregated seating on public transpor-
black ball players be put up in the same hotel as white players, tation.
and he was once arrested for sitting in the "whites only" section
of the local movie theater. In 1948, Rustin traveled to India to learn nonviolence tech-
niques directly from the leaders
of the Gandhi an movement.
1937 and studied at City College Starting in 1947 and continuing
of New York. There he became for most of his life, Rustin as-
involved in efforts to free the sisted African leaders who were
Scottsboro Boys nine young black men who had been accused working to achieve independence from European nations.
falsaly of raping two white women.

In a nation still torn by racial hatred and violence, bigotry
against homosexuals, and extraordinary divides between
rich and poor, his eloquent voiceis still needed today.

Rustin moved to Haarlem in

In 1953, Rustin was arrested in California and pleaded

In the 1940s, Rustin worked with A. Philip Randolph, the guilty to a charge of "sex perversion" (as consensual sodomy
head of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and A. J. was legally defined) and served 60 days in jail. He remained
Muste, Quaker leader of the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). candid about his sexuality, which was gill criminalized through-
The three of them proposed a march on Washington to protest out the United States.
racial discrimination in the armed forces. The march was can- Rustin served as an unidentified member of the American
celed after President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued an Executive Friends Service Committee’ s task force to prepare oneof the
Order (the Fair Employment Act), which banned discrimination most influential pacifist essays ever produced in the U.S., Speak
in defense industries and federal bureaus. Rustin also went to truth to power an aterative to violence, published in 1955.
Californiato protect the property of Japanese-Americansimpris- -Continued Page 14
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G Garnett, Editorial Staff.
Photos by Bill Chandler GL SO Lexington

Nov. 15, 2008. Hundreds of Local Lexingtonians, including
MACT Kentucky members, brave cold and wet weather to gather
and demonstrate in opposition to passage of Proposition 8 in sev-
era states. The crowd waved signs and chanted for about an hour
and ahalf, growing until the sidewalk could no longer hold the
group. Then they marched 2 blocks to the downtown branch li-
brary where speeches were given and network news affiliates
filmed footage for local coverage.
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Milk

OllieLee Taylor, Recording Secretary

I could not help but reflect, as | watched MILK, on the attractive
portrayal and presentation of the man and his passion in the readm of
the GLBT movement. | also was struck that effort was made to show
how othersinteracted and worked with him to reach common goals. It
was realisticin letting one know that social change isn't easy and it can
carry a deep personal price.

-ﬂ

Harvey Milk wasn't apolitical wunderkind in winning dections. In
fact, he had to run in four before he won one. It took the institution of
single member districts before he achieved that win. However, when
there was a specific issue, like the Briggs Amendment as Proposition
Six was called, which would have banned gays from teaching in Cdli-
fornia public schoals, he and others were able to put together a coalition
to defeat that effort. 1t could not be done with just gays and hippiesin
the Castro district of San Francisco. Coming at the time before there
was an organization of gay/lesbian gppointed officials or GLBT politi-
cal PACS, Milk had to craft his campaigns and blaze hisown trail. It is
evident that he and others close to him felt it was important for the
GLBT community to have aseat at the table. But, key to his coalition
building was a measure of expertise and the will to dea with non-

11| GLBT issues. It had to be done with skepticism among elements in the
. GLBT community.

| also ran for the city commission in Tallahassee back in 1982-1989
period and although | was not able to win, it was alearning experi-
ence. | recall one gay gentleman being so skeptica saying it was better
to do such athing in South Florida and that he'd rather concentrate on a

. new problem that had arisen...AIDS. Then there wasthe associate pas-

tor of a church | attended who wondered why white gays didn’trally
around what | was trying to accomplish. A few did, and ultimately
some non-gays did, since on the third time out | got eleven percent or
more than 1,300 votes. | even went before the legidature to argue
against the anti-gay adoption laws passed in 1978 in the wake of the
Anita Bryant/Alvin Dark "Save Our Children" movment that erupted

| more than 400 milesto the SE in Miami. That caseis still being fought

in Floridawith arecent second ruling just weeks ago.

But, whether or not you are personally touched or involved with
GLBT padlitics or any form of politicsas | have been, | would recom-
mend you view thisfilm. You will dso find plenty of contemporary
relevancy to reflect upon and find the history and social aspects of it
well worth your time. | agree with Rene Rodriguez who writing for the
Miami Herald about this film noted, "Milk is an apologetically political
film, and an uncommonly moving one at that, especially considering
the prominence gay issues had at the palls... The more things change,
the more they stay the same.”












