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NABWMT Press Release on California’s Proposition 8

The National Association of Black and White Men Together (NABWMT) applauds the legal insight and courage of the federal judge to invalidate the constitutional amendment approved by referendum in 2008 in California forbidding LGBT marriage.  The actual text in support of overturning the amendment was compelling and well based.

NABWMT realizes that this is a ruling by a single federal judge in one district in California.  It can be appealed to the entire judicial circuit and is subject to reversal.  The entirety of the case could reach and be accepted by the U.S. Supreme Court in due course.  In the interim, the same sex marriages made in California prior to the passage of proposition eight were allowed but additional same sex marriages may not be allowed until the entire course of litigation is in favor of LGBT unions as being lawful.

The NABWMT also asserts that this legal discussion of separation of religion and state should be an adjunct to the recognition that two people who are deeply in love with one another are being denied visitation and decision making over their loved one's well being, when that person is unable to make medical, social, financial decisions, and a vengeful family legally overruling sometimes decades of intimacy that should guide these decisions.  

Double standards used to justify denials of rights are a threat to LGBT, Jews, Blacks, and any other minority in our country and around the world. Fundamentalist literalists pick and chose Biblical passages to support their positions, while ignoring others. 

In the interim, it is very important to keep one's attention and energy on the coming mid-term elections this fall and on nominations for any future federal judge for any district, appellate or Supreme Court seat.  Any measures on ballots concerning LGBT marriage and LGBT civil rights must be examined and opposed or supported relative to advancement of equality and civil liberties.  The NABWMT urges everyone to be registered, vote and stay informed.  This is the best way to insure that this one important step is followed by more as the stairway to equality is climbed.     

